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CIDNY June 2025 Newsletter

Hello from CIDNY

Thank you for taking the time to CIDNY’s June 2025
newsletter.

If you know someone who would like to receive our email
newsletter, please forward this or have them sign up here:
https://www.cidny.org/join-us/.

Information in this newsletter can always change. If you
have any questions, please call or email us. You can view
this newsletter on our website at
https://www.cidny.org/cidny-quick-takes/ where you can
access accessibility options such as changing font size,
changing background color, and more through the Recite
Me app (icon in the lower right corner of the webpage).

Please Like/Follow CIDNY on social media if you have not
already.

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CIDNYInc/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/CID NY

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/cidnyinc/
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/cidnyinc/
Bluesky: https://bsky.app/profile/cidnyinc.bsky.social
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If you would like to support CIDNY with a donation, you
can do so here: https://www.cidny.org/donation/.

Click here to view CIDNY's Rights and Responsibilities and
Grievance Policy.

CIDNY's Consumer Action Network (CAN)
Meeting

Wednesday, June 18, 2025, 5 p.m. =7 p.m.

CIDNY's next CAN advocacy meeting is on June 18. We'll
be discussing climate change, and staff from the Office of
the New York City Comptroller will join to present a
climate dashboard. We hope you will join us!

Please RSVP in advance at
https://www.tinyurl.com/CIDNY4AIl or by emailing Mbacke
Thiam at mthiam@cidny.org. If you need accommodation
like large print, American Sign Language (ASL), or
materials in other languages, please let us know as soon
as possible. For more information, please call 212-674-
2300. Thank you!
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Upcoming CIDNY And Public Information
Events

Below are some upcoming CIDNY events and public
events where you can speak with staff from CIDNY. Stop
by and say hello to learn more about some of our
programs. For all events, please visit
https://www.cidny.org/calendar.

CORE Community Conversation
Wednesday, June 4, 2025, 12 p.m.

CIDNY and CORE are working together to gather feedback
from our communities on a draft of Community Equity
Priorities. We want to understand what New Yorkers like
you want NYC government to prioritize to make our city
more equitable. Participants will receive $25 Amazon E-
Gift Card for attending the full 1-hour workshop with
camera on.

RSVP: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/reqgister/6D4TdV
-GSpi-iyTH3dVeQO

Career Workshop
Thursday, June 5, 2025, 3 p.m.


https://www.cidny.org/calendar
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/6D4TdV-GSpi-iyTH3dVeQQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/6D4TdV-GSpi-iyTH3dVeQQ

1010 Avenue of the Americas, Suite 301, New York, NY 10018
tel: 212.674.2300 vp: 646.350.2681

80-02 Kew Gardens Road, Suite 400, Kew Gardens, NY 11415
tel: 646.442.1520

www.cidny.org

. MANHATTAN
cidny K[l[¢ QEUCEY -
CENTER FOR B INDEPENDENCE OF

THE DISABLED, NY

CIDNY is offering no-cost workshops catered to people
with disabilities to find employment and overcome
barriers. Weekly Interactive workshops will include:
Current Job Market, Vocational skills, Resume writing,
Interview Preparation, Mock Interviews, Job Coaching,
Technology in the Workplace, Advocacy and Reasonable
Accommodations/Legal Rights, and more.

RSVP:
https://forms.office.com/r/LXiN9bmbsg?origin=IprLink

Know Your Fair Housing Rights Workshop
Wednesday, June 11, 2025, 10:30 a.m.

Join CIDNY and the Fair Housing Justice Center for an
informative session. Our presentation covers: A brief
history of fair housing and residential segregation, Fair
housing laws and protections at the federal, state, and
local levels, The impact of race and national origin
discrimination in housing, How individuals can recognize
and respond to discriminatory practices, Resources and
actions to advocate for fair treatment in housing.
Participants will receive $25 Amazon E-Gift Card for
attending the full 1-hour workshop with camera on.

RSVP: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/Gijr3YsE
Rz6MkDHANJIO8sO



https://forms.office.com/r/LXiN9bmbsq?origin=lprLink
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CORE Community Conversation
Wednesday, June 11, 2025, 12 p.m.

CIDNY and CORE are working together to gather feedback
from our communities on a draft of Community Equity
Priorities. We want to understand what New Yorkers like
you want NYC government to prioritize to make our city
more equitable. Participants will receive $25 Amazon E-
Gift Card for attending the full 1-hour workshop with
camera on.

RSVP: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/reqgister/H-
Npl9yAS9uONP-065Ai5¢g

Career Workshop
Thursday, June 12, 2025, 3 p.m.

CIDNY is offering no-cost workshops catered to people
with disabilities to find employment and overcome
barriers. Weekly Interactive workshops will include:
Current Job Market, Vocational skills, Resume writing,
Interview Preparation, Mock Interviews, Job Coaching,
Technology in the Workplace, Advocacy and Reasonable
Accommodations/Legal Rights, and more.

RSVP:
https://forms.office.com/r/LXiN9bmbsg?origin=IprLink



https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/H-Npl9yAS9u0NP-065Ai5g
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/H-Npl9yAS9u0NP-065Ai5g
https://forms.office.com/r/LXiN9bmbsq?origin=lprLink

1010 Avenue of the Americas, Suite 301, New York, NY 10018
tel: 212.674.2300 vp: 646.350.2681

80-02 Kew Gardens Road, Suite 400, Kew Gardens, NY 11415
tel: 646.442.1520

www.cidny.org

cidny [IESEGH] -

CORE Community Conversation
Wednesday, June 18, 2025, 12 p.m.

CIDNY and CORE are working together to gather feedback
from our communities on a draft of Community Equity
Priorities. We want to understand what New Yorkers like
you want NYC government to prioritize to make our city
more equitable. Participants will receive $25 Amazon E-
Gift Card for attending the full 1-hour workshop with
camera on.

RSVP: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/Qylijyi6
03a7VwRtmNWitng

Accessible Courtroom Unveiling
Wednesday, June 18, 2025, 1 p.m.
Location: 60 Centre Street New York, NY — Courtroom 432

Join us for the unveiling of the first accessible courtroom.
New accessibility features include: Magnification
capabilities, CART services, live captioning, multiple
screens, amplified headsets. CIDNY's executive director,
Dr. Sharon McLennon Wier will make a keynote address.
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Workshop: Power of Budgeting — Financial Literacy

Workshop
Wednesday, June 18, 2025, 4 p.m. =5 p.m.

Could budgeting be your superpower? During this
interactive workshop, we will explore the power of
budgeting, examine wants and needs, and talk personal
spending and savings goals. Many think budgeting equals
constraints. But a budget can help put you in control. It is
the foundation on which a financial strategy is built. Are
you ready to give budgeting a try? Presented by: Isaac
McCabe, Financial Advisor. Participants will receive $25
Amazon E-Gift Card for attending the full 1-hour workshop
with camera on. This workshop is supported with public
funds through the NYC Civic Engagement Commission’s
The People’s Money participatory budgeting program.

Register
here: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/reqgister/NON5xs
0jTumUELIeo0BVNA

Career Workshop
Thursday, June 19, 2025, 3 p.m.

CIDNY is offering no-cost workshops catered to people
with disabilities to find employment and overcome
barriers. Weekly Interactive workshops will include:
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Current Job Market, Vocational skills, Resume writing,
Interview Preparation, Mock Interviews, Job Coaching,
Technology in the Workplace, Advocacy and Reasonable
Accommodations/Legal Rights, and more.

RSVP:
https://forms.office.com/r/LXiN9bmbsg?origin=IprLink

CORE Community Conversation

Friday, June 20, 2025, 12 p.m.

Location: CIDNY Manhattan 1010 Avenue of the Americas
Suite 301 NY, NY 10018

CIDNY and CORE are working together to gather feedback
from our communities on a draft of Community Equity
Priorities. We want to understand what New Yorkers like
you want NYC government to prioritize to make our city
more equitable. Participants will receive $50 Amazon E-
Gift Card for attending. This is an in person event at
CIDNY’s Manhattan office (1010 Avenue of the Americas
Suite 301 NY, NY 10018).

RSVP: https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/FiVbdRYRSi

CORE Community Conversation
Wednesday, June 25, 2025, 12 p.m.
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CIDNY and CORE are working together to gather feedback
from our communities on a draft of Community Equity
Priorities. We want to understand what New Yorkers like
you want NYC government to prioritize to make our city
more equitable. Participants will receive $25 Amazon E-
Gift Card for attending the full 1-hour workshop with
camera on.

RSVP: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/reqgister/XjUISSx
WSGmOUZoQYtQ5mg

Career Workshop
Thursday, June 26, 2025, 3 p.m.

CIDNY is offering no-cost workshops catered to people
with disabilities to find employment and overcome
barriers. Weekly Interactive workshops will include:
Current Job Market, Vocational skills, Resume writing,
Interview Preparation, Mock Interviews, Job Coaching,
Technology in the Workplace, Advocacy and Reasonable
Accommodations/Legal Rights, and more.

RSVP:
https://forms.office.com/r/LXiN9bmbsg?origin=IprLink
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CORE Community Conversation

Friday, June 27, 2025, 12 p.m.

Location: CIDNY Manhattan 1010 Avenue of the Americas
Suite 301 NY, NY 10018

CIDNY and CORE are working together to gather feedback
from our communities on a draft of Community Equity
Priorities. We want to understand what New Yorkers like
you want NYC government to prioritize to make our city
more equitable. Participants will receive $50 Amazon E-
Gift Card for attending. This is an in person event at
CIDNY’s Manhattan office (1010 Avenue of the Americas
Suite 301 NY, NY 10018).

RSVP: https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/9ezedqpgiF

Career Workshop
Thursday, July 3, 2025, 3 p.m.

CIDNY is offering no-cost workshops catered to people
with disabilities to find employment and overcome
barriers. Weekly Interactive workshops will include:
Current Job Market, Vocational skills, Resume writing,
Interview Preparation, Mock Interviews, Job Coaching,
Technology in the Workplace, Advocacy and Reasonable
Accommodations/Legal Rights, and more.


https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/9ezedqpgiF
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RSVP:
https://forms.office.com/r/LXiN9bmbsg?origin=IprLink

The People’s Money Participatory Budgeting
Voting Is Open

Have you voted on The People’s Money? All New Yorkers
age 11 and older, regardless of immigration status, can
help decide what expense projects get funded in the
current citywide participatory budgeting process. You get
to vote on projects developed by your community.

Check out the projects and vote now at
https://cec.blueberrypop.io/?pc=CIDNY

Get Out And Vote! Primary Election Day is
June 24

It's election time! There is a Primary Election on Tuesday,
June 24, 2025 with polls open from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. Early
voting is from Saturday, June 14, 2025 through Sunday,
June 22, 2025.

If you need to find your polling location, visit:
https://vote.nyc/page/find-your-poll-site.
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If you have any questions regarding voting, including
ballot access, registering to vote, or selecting/changing a
party affiliation, please contact Anna Humphrey at
ahumphrey@cidny.org or 646-436-9906.

Join CIDNY’s Empowerment Group For People
With Disabilities

Join us for an inspiring and transformative experience!
Our next Empowerment Group for people with disabilities
begins on Wednesday, June 11, 2025.

CIDNY’s empowering group meets online via Zoom every
other Wednesday for a total of eight sessions. This is your
chance to connect with a supportive community where
you can learn, grow, and share experiences. Our sessions
focus on identity, self-acceptance, and the importance of
building vital support networks in a welcoming
environment.

What You Can Expect:

e Engaging discussions and activities

e Valuable resources and support

e A small group setting (6-8 participants) for meaningful
interactions
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Don’t miss out on this unique opportunity to be part of a
transformative journey.

For more information contact Eric Blazsek, LMHC, MPA at
eblazsek@cidny.org to find out about upcoming open
groups.

Accredited Continuing Education Courses For
NYS Licensed Mental Health Professionals

CIDNY is currently offering accredited Continuing
Education (CE) courses for mental health professionals
licensed in New York State. The courses, instructed by
New York State licensed professionals, at CIDNY, will
count towards satisfying the 36-credit-hour continuing
education credits that are required by the New York State
Licensure Board for triannual renewal for licensure. The
program currently offers accredited courses to NYS
licensed practitioners holding LMSW, LCSW, LMHC
designations, as well as licensed psychologists.

If you or someone you know is a licensed mental health
professional in New York State, please visit our website to
find out more about our upcoming courses and support a
non-profit organization while getting your required CE
credits.
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Upcoming courses include:

e Trauma and Disability: June 18 - Register here

e Impact of Disability in the First Session: June 25 -
Register here
History of Deinstitutionalization: July 2 - Register here
Disability 101: July 16 - Register here
Trauma and Disability: July 23 - Register here
Impact of Disability in the First Session: August 6 -
Register here

e History of Deinstitutionalization: August 20 - Register
here

For more information and available courses, please visit:
https://www.cidny.org/ce/

Share Your Story And Help Save Medicaid

Medicaid is facing drastic cuts! If you are a Medicaid
recipient who lives on Staten Island or Bay Ridge,
Bensonhurst, Fort Hamilton, or Dyker Heights in Brooklyn,
you can play a role in helping save Medicaid.

We are collecting stories on why Medicaid matters! We'll
share these stories with the public and elected officials to
showcase how important Medicaid is. If you have a
POSITIVE story on how Medicaid has helped you or your


https://www.cidny.org/classes/trauma-and-disability-4/
https://www.cidny.org/classes/impact-of-disability-in-the-first-session/
https://www.cidny.org/classes/history-of-deinstitutionalization-5/
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friends or family, please consider sharing your story with
us through the link below.

Share here: https://forms.office.com/r/3RwK3m6ZtC

If you have a positive Medicaid story and live elsewhere in
NYC, you can still share your story by emailing
mthiam@cidny.org.

Compensated Disability Research Opportunity

Researchers in the Rehabilitation Research and Training
Center on Home and Community-Based Services at Shirley
Ryan AbilityLab are looking for people who receive HCBS
to pilot test surveys designed to evaluate the person-
centeredness of their services. Participants will undergo a
brief screening and consent call (Zoom or phone, unpaid)
and will complete two or more 10-minute surveys on
different aspects of their HCBS (online, via Zoom with a
research assistant, or via phone) and will receive a $30
gift card for each completed survey. Participants will
complete the same surveys 2 to 9 months later for $40
per completed survey. Participants can complete up to 6
surveys for a total of $200.

To see if you are eligible for the study, take this quick
screener: https://redcap.link/hcbsquality



https://forms.office.com/r/3RwK3m6ZtC
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For more information email hcbs-rrtc@sralab.org.

Jobs at CIDNY — Come Work With Us!

We have a few open jobs at CIDNY. Below is a list of our
current open roles. Please visit
https://www.cidny.org/jobs/ for more information, full job
descriptions, and our most recent job listings. Come join
our team help fellow New Yorkers, and get great benefits!

Data Specialist

Independent Living Specialist

LTCOP Ombudsman Advocate/Brooklyn Nursing
Homes

OHS Housing Specialist

Senior Benefits Counselor

Transition Specialist

CIDNY In The News

Check out some our recent media coverage, linked below.
You can always see CIDNY in the news stories at
https://www.cidny.org/media-coverage.



mailto:hcbs-rrtc@sralab.org
https://www.cidny.org/jobs/
https://www.cidny.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Data-Specialist-Job-Description.docx
https://www.cidny.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Independent-Living-Specialist-Job-Description-1224.docx
https://www.cidny.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/LTCOP-Ombudsman-Advocate_Brooklyn-Nursing-Homes.docx
https://www.cidny.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/LTCOP-Ombudsman-Advocate_Brooklyn-Nursing-Homes.docx
https://www.cidny.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/OHS-Housing-Specialist-Job-Description-2024.docx
https://www.cidny.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Senior-Benefits-Counselor-Queens-Job-Description.docx
https://www.cidny.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Transition-Specialist-Job-Description.docx
https://www.cidny.org/media-coverage
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e Meng holds Social Security listening session in
Elmhurst amid concerns over proposed federal cuts

(QNS)

e One Leg Up Update On JPA Concessions- A Papal
Petition By Councilman Frank Morano - The People's
Money Starts Voting TODAY 5-14-25 (One Leg Up
with Alex Podcast)

e Portraits of Midtown (Zeam)

e MTA Trying to Shut Down the “Superhighway of Fare
Evasion” in Subways (The Spirit)

e Mayoral candidates join local Forum on Disability
Policy (Caribbean Life)

o ATEXREMTAILERSHORM 518X E25E (MTA

delays emergency exits to combat fare evasion,
raising safety concerns) (Epoch Times)

o MTAFTERZHBMWHL TFEXAREL (MTA's pilot
program to combat fare evasion is criticized as 'going
too far') (Sing Tao Daily)

e MTA delaying emergency gate openings to thwart
fare evaders — as critics sound alarms over safety:
‘Putting people’s lives at risk” (NY Post)
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e Trump et le handicap : des millions d'Américains
inquiets (Handicap.fr)
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