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One Day, Five Boroughs, 23 Stations: On Citywide
Subway Accessibility Day of Action, Riders Canvass Every
Station Where Governor Hochul's Congestion Pricing
'Pause’ Has Indefinitely Stalled Long Planned Work On
Promised New Elevators

After kicking off the day at Delancey Street-Essex Street, transit
riders talked with fellow riders across the city about all 23 station
accessibility projects unfunded by Governor Hochul

New York, NY-- On a Citywide Subway Accessibility Day of Action, organized by

the Center For Independence of the Disabled, New York; Chinese-American Planning
Council, Elevator Action Group, Manny Cantor Center Senior Advocacy Leadership Team
(SALT), NYC Democratic Socialists of America, Open Plans, Permanent Citizens Advisory
Committee to the MTA (PCAC), Riders Alliance, Transportation Alternatives, and UP-
STAND, riders canvassed all 23 transit stations across all five boroughs where Governor
Hochul's congestion pricing pause slashed funding to essential subway upgrades and
talked to fellow riders about what's at stake and how to fight back and protest Governor
Hochul for canceling accessible elevators.

Since "pausing" congestion pricing, which had not yet started, Governor Hochul has
repeatedly said she is committed to the projects it would pay for. However, the
governor has not proposed any alternative sources of funds, much less one immediately
available with the flip of a switch. With so many other demands on scarce public transit
funding, it is nearly certain that, without congestion pricing, many urgent priorities will
go unmet, including dozens of subway station accessible upgrades promised just last
year in a landmark legal settlement. Arguing that New Yorkers deserve to know the
consequences of the governor's actions for our infrastructure and public services,
speakers and canvassers fanned out across the city to all 23 stations where accessibility
projects are now on indefinite hold.

"The Center for Independence of the Disabled, New York (CIDNY) believes that the
Disabled Community deserves the right to access public transportation just like people
without disabilities. The disabled community has waited for decades to receive elevator
access to these 23 subway stations. We were promised that congestion pricing would
assist with paying for some of the cost for these elevators. Now, congestion funding is
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paused, and we continue to wait for access, when will the waiting end?" said Sharon
McLennon Wier, Ph.D., MSEd., CRC, LMHC, Executive Director of CIDNY.

"The community members we serve rely on the MTA for their daily commutes and to
access one of our 50 programs. Whether it's seniors attending vital programs, students
participating in afterschool activities, or families accessing childcare services, the MTA
plays a pivotal role in ensuring that our community members can reach the support and
opportunities they need. We believe in making meaningful investments in our transit
infrastructure and urge the Governor to prioritize equity and fairness in the
implementation,” said Wayne Ho, President & CEO of the Chinese-American
Planning Council (CPC).

"Two years ago, disabled New Yorkers and the MTA finally turned the page on decades
of discrimination and exclusion by agreeing to a landmark settlement to make most of
the 70% of inaccessible stations accessible by 2055," said Jessica Murray,
Organizer, Rise and Resist Elevator Action Group. "The 33-year timeline was
already too long. Without congestion pricing toll revenue, $2 Billion meant to go to
accessibility upgrades is effectively being slashed from the current capital plan, and is
creating uncertainty for future capital plans. Governor Hochul’s unilateral decision to
change duly passed law that she herself championed is bewildering, reckless, and
potentially illegal. Her flippant change of course betrays the trust of the hundreds of
thousands of New Yorkers who just want to ride the subway like everyone else, and
those who rely on surface transportation and stand to benefit from reduced
congestion."

"The Governor has pulled the rug out from under decades of accessibility, transit, and
climate organizing in one fell swoop," said Nicole M from the NYC Democratic
Socialists of America. "This dictatorial behavior shows her disdain not only for New
Yorkers who deserve full access to publics services, but also from the democratic
process itself. We won't stand for it."

"Congestion pricing is the law, passed by the legislature explicitly to save New Yorkers
from debilitating congestion, traffic violence, climate disaster and, critically, inaccessible
subway stations," said Open Plans Co-Executive Director Sara Lind. "By pulling
the plug, Governor Hochul has turned her back on millions of New Yorkers who rely on
transit and need accessible stations to get where they need to go. We must start
congestion pricing now and get these elevators back on track."

"Governor Hochul's congestion pricing pause has needlessly put ADA upgrades at 23
subway and two LIRR stations in all five boroughs on ice," said Lisa Daglian,
Executive Director of PCAC, the Permanent Citizens Advisory Committee to
the MTA. "We're proud to be partners with a strong coalition that will continue
pounding the pavement to let MTA riders know exactly how this illegal pause hurts
them and their communities."



"Governor Hochul's treacherous 'pause' robbed riders of the only immediately available
source of funding for station accessibility," said Riders Alliance Senior

Organizer Danna Dennis. "Any other plan will need to be studied and voted on,
adding years to construction, driving up costs, and excluding one million New Yorkers
who can't climb stairs from the subway. All New Yorkers deserve accessible transit but
without congestion pricing, we will wait longer for what is rightfully ours, if we ever
even get it at all. Governor Hochul must flip the switch on congestion pricing now."

"When Governor Hochul canceled congestion pricing, she canceled essential subway
upgrades in every borough — including new elevators — leaving New Yorkers using
wheelchairs or pushing strollers behind, just to appease wealthy special interests.
Today, we joined with transit riders and advocates across New York City to fight back
against the governor's decision. We've waited for far too long for a fully-accessible
transit system, and we can't let Governor Hochul make us wait any longer,"

said Elizabeth Adams, Interim Co-Executive Director of Transportation
Alternatives.

"There are hundreds of thousands of children under the age of five living in New York
City, and their families use strollers to access our public transit system," said UP-
STAND Founder & CEO Christine Serdjenian Yearwood. "Also consider that
thousands of our city’s school-age children have physical disabilities. We need Governor
Hochul to approve congestion pricing in order to fund reliable service and system
upgrades, including over 20 newly accessible subway stations, that will make trips
possible for all of our families."

“We are already seeing the repercussions of the cancellation of congestion pricing”,
said Assemblymember Tony Simone. “Critical projects are screeching to a halt, like
the badly needed accessibility improvements at stations in my district and all over New
York City. We have the best public transit system in the world, and we must fully fund
the MTA's capital program so that elderly and disabled people can use that system just
like everyone else, without interruption. Luckily, there is already a policy that would do
just that: congestion pricing. The program must go ahead without any further delay.”

“Of Manhattan’s 121 subway stations, more than half — 72 — aren't fully accessible. And
there isn't a single station in Manhattan that is funded for future ADA upgrades. The
seven stations that had been slated for accessibility improvements lost their funding
once congestion pricing was axed,” said Manhattan Borough President Mark
Levine. "Every New Yorker and visitor deserves to be able to ride the subway,
regardless of ability, but without critical funding, accessibility improvements will
continue to be delayed.”
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