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DISABILITY ORGANIZATIONS AND ADVOCATES GATHER TO
CELEBRATE THE OPENING OF 14" ST. AND 6™ AVE. ELEVATOR AND
ANNOUNCE A NEW TRANSIT ACCESSIBILITY LAWSUIT

New York, NY., September 29, 2024 - Center for Independence of the Disabled, New York
(CIDNY), 504 Democratic Club, along with other disability organizations and advocates,
celebrated the opening of a new elevator at 14t Steet and 6™ Avenue as well as announced a
new transit accessibility lawsuit.

After years of work, including legal action from the 504 Democratic Club, a nhumber of disabled
New Yorkers, and CIDNY’s now general counsel Arthur Schwartz, a new elevator has finally
opened on 14t Street and 6™ Avenue, providing stair-free access to the subway station, which
helps to make NYC more accessible for all.

Unfortunately, the work is not done and the majority of the city’s transit system remains
inaccessible to all. CIDNY is announcing a new lawsuit against the MTA, regarding the
continued refusal of the MTA to fund and make accessible the subway system, directly
impacted by a stoppage of and refusal to fund any accessibility projects due to the “pause” in
Congestion Pricing.

Sharon McLennon Wier, Ph.D., MSEd., CRC, LMHC, Executive Director of the Center for
Independence of the Disabled, New York, says “The Disabled Community has waited for
decades for an accessible subway system. The Disabled Community is tired of waiting to take
a train that is in an accessible station to travel to work, school, a religious institution, a date,
or even a medical appointment. Abled-bodied people would be disgusted with waiting for an
essential right needed for day-to-day life. Why should the Disabled Community continue to
wait!”

"The new elevator at the 14th Street subway station represents one step forward in making
the transit system and our city accessible to all. The governor's illegal decision to flout state
law and pause congestion pricing jeopardizes the MTA's ability to install elevators and make 23
other stations accessible citywide. I stand with CIDNY and the disability justice community in
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their demand to make the subway accessible by any means necessary, including legal action."
- New York City Comptroller Brad Lander

“Our public transit system must be accessible for everyone,” said Assembly Member Harvey
Epstein. "I am happy to see that after years of advocacy, a new elevator has finally opened on
14th Street and 6th Avenue. Thank you to 504 Democratic Club, CIDNY, and my elected
colleagues for joining me in the fight for this accessibility upgrade. We will continue to fight
until all of our public transit is accessible.”

"We are thankful to be joining with CIDNY to mark this grand occasion today as we continue
to plan together to secure future improvements. Accessible public transportation has been a
very distinguishable cause for the disability community for a great many decades to enable us
to travel to work, school, social activities, and healthcare with greater ease every day. Today's
celebration heralds the installation of a total of 8 new elevators to be installed along 14th
Street in the near future, won as a direct result of the 504 Democratic Club's lawsuit against
the MTA and the DOT in 2018.

We are extremely grateful for the intervention of Senator Chuck Schumer in 2020 when the
MTA attempted to renege on the deal citing COVID as the culprit. Not only did he ensure that
the original 6 elevators named in the settlement stayed on track but he caused the addition of
the reinstallation of the elevators at 8th Avenue and an accessible underground pathway
connecting 6th Avenue to 8th Avenue. We also applaud this stellar group of elected officials
assembled here for their direct support in this matter and their allyship in the fight for
disability rights. And we gratefully acknowledge all the advocates in attendance today as well.

To this congregation of organizations, elected officials, activists, advocates and hopefully, all
the press in attendance, we say thank you for saluting this remarkable achievement today and
tomorrow let us return reinvigorated and united in the fight for Disability Rights and Disability
Justice." - Mike Schweinsburg, President, 504 Democratic Club
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