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CfZWD’s Containerization Plan Challenges NYC DSNY’s Approach
Executive Director Clare Miflin and Put Waste To Work supporters to testify

at DSNY’s August 8th public hearing

New York, NY — The Center for Zero Waste Design (CfZWD), one of the most visible and

vocal advocates of smart bin containerization, urges New York’s Department of Sanitation

(DSNY) to improve its proposed rules requiring buildings to use plastic bins. The CfZWD is a

nonprofit that develops design strategy, advocacy campaigns, and policy tools for buildings

and cities to achieve zero waste. Founder and Executive Director Clare Miflin will testify at

the DSNY hearing on August 8, to provide alternatives to the City’s impending policy, slated

to go into effect November 1, 2024.

CfZWD put containerization on New York City’s agenda in 2017 with its Zero Waste Design

Guidelines, a Rockefeller Foundation–funded initiative led by Miflin in collaboration with the

AIA New York/Center for Architecture. The year-long project included workshops with

leaders from DSNY, Department of Transportation (DOT), and Department of Buildings

(DOB), as well as dozens of design and urban planning professionals. CfZWD, with Studio

WXY, developed more detailed containerization strategies in its 2021 Put Waste To Work

advocacy campaign, again incorporating input from DSNY leaders, city officials, and over

200 designers, public space advocates, and policymakers.

“While we applaud the DSNY for advancing on containerization, we take issue with its

guidelines and roll-out,” says Miflin, a trained architect and authority on the spatial

implications of waste management. “DSNY’s current plan fails to take into consideration the

space and access limitations of small buildings, and will result in sidewalks crowded with

bins. Many retail businesses in small or mid-sized buildings are already struggling; blocking

their storefronts with trash bins will just make things worse.” Miflin’s analysis is featured in

the NYT article “The Absurd Problem of New York City Trash” (March 2, 2024), in which she

notes “streets [should not be considered] something we can take as much of as we like.”

https://www.zerowastedesign.org/
https://www.zerowastedesign.org/
https://putwastetowork.org/
https://putwastetowork.org/
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CfZWD recommends that DSNY adopt a more holistic approach to the City’s waste problem,

integrating measures to reduce waste, promote the separation of recycling and compostable

waste, and improve labor conditions for building staff and waste haulers—in addition to

containerization strategies that are appropriate to various building types. Put Waste To Work

outlines best practices from cities around the world, including London, Paris, Barcelona, and

Hong Kong. Ideas suitable for adaptation in New York include requiring large residential

buildings to use wheeled bins that are placed inside and temporarily moved to the curb,

rather than permanent containers occupying street space; and providing shared street

containers for small or mid-sized buildings to prevent sidewalk bin clutter.

Miflin most recently played a significant role as a core member of the Save Our Compost

coalition, which successfully lobbied the City Council to restore funding for community

composting after Mayor Eric Adams’ devastating budget cuts in late 2023. She has similarly

rallied opposition against DSNY’s flawed containerization plan as a member of the Alliance

for Public Space Leadership (APSL) coalition. Other APSL members scheduled to testify on

August 8 include: Open Plans, Brooklyn and Manhattan Solid Waste Advisory Boards,

Chekpeds, North American Climate, Conservation and Environment (NACCE), and Center

for Independence of the Disabled New York (CIDNY).

“New York City’s sidewalks must be accessible for all,” says Sharon McLennon, Executive

Director of CIDNY. “People with disabilities, especially sensory and mobility disabilities, find it

arduous already to navigate on city’s sidewalks. There is not enough room to place these

large garbage bins. People with disabilities will be relegated to using the street, putting their

lives in jeopardy.”

The public is encouraged to submit their comments, speak, or attend the DSNY hearing.

DSNY Notice of Public Hearing and Opportunity to Comment on Proposed Rules.

August 8, 9:30 am

Held via Microsoft Teams

https://www.centerforzerowastedesign.org
https://rules.cityofnewyork.us/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/DSNY-Proposed-Rule-Relating-to-the-Use-of-Certain-Receptacles-by-Certain-Entities-that-Receive-Department-Collection-Service.pdf
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-%20join/19%3ameeting_OWJlM2E0ZjgtN2U2YS00NjJkLWFlNTctNTVmMGYzOThlOGI1%40thread.%20v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2232f56fc7-5f81-4e22-a95b-%2015da66513bef%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%221d3255a2-4904-4aaa-899e-%203f943348182b%22%7d
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MEDIA INQUIRIES:
Media outlets are invited to use images from the attached document, Recommendations To

Improve Waste Containerization in New York; please include the credit “Courtesy Center for

Zero Waste Design.” For interviews, photographs, or additional information, please contact:

Cathy Lang Ho

cathy@centerforzerowastedesign.org

+ 1 (917) 257-2727

https://www.centerforzerowastedesign.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Containerization-for-Large-Buildings-with-chutes.pdf
https://www.centerforzerowastedesign.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Containerization-for-Large-Buildings-with-chutes.pdf
mailto:cathy@centerforzerowastedesign.org

