Center for Independence of the Disabled, New York (CIDNY)

Summary of Poll Site Survey 9-9-14


September 9, 2014 Poll Site Survey Report
CIDNY conducted poll site surveys for the Primary Election on September 9, 2014. We visited 46 sites in all 5 Boroughs, finding that 72% of the sites surveyed had barriers. While some things have improved since the last survey such as exterior signage and the clearance space to access the Ballot Marking Device (BMD, other issues remained the same. 
Some Improvement

There were fewer instances of the Ballot Marking Device (BMD) being broken than in previous elections. Of the 46 sites surveyed, only 2 sites had BMD’s that were not working. In one case the coordinator did not have the key to open it and in the other, the machine would not accept the ballot.  In previous surveys a major barrier was limited space for the BMDs; however, where this was observed it was mainly as a result of poll workers measuring with doors closed on BMDs. This was corrected when surveyors informed the poll workers of the faulty measurements. In other situations where placement of the equipment was a problem, the location of outlets did not allow for the BMD to be positioned to ensure privacy. Also in a few instances the space made available by the custodian was less than what the schematics showed, or there was other equipment in room. 

Barriers Recorded In Past Surveys Continue
Barriers we continue to see include inadequate interior signage, non-ADA compliant ramps, narrow doorways, and poorly placed machines. Some of these problems were corrected when CIDNY surveyors notified poll site coordinators; some were architectural and could not be corrected for this election. 
We looked at twenty-three schools that the New York City Board of Elections (NYCBOE) reports having fixed and found problems with thirteen of them. Ten of these sites had architectural barriers such as narrow doorways, ramps and entry lips that do not meet the required ADA standards.
	September, 2014 Primary  Election

	
	No. of Sites
	% of sites

	Ramps
	12
	26%

	Exterior Signage
	4
	9%

	Entryways/Pathways
	13
	28%

	Interior Signage
	7
	15%

	Interior Access*
	22
	48%

	Total no. of sites 
	46
	


*Interior access barriers include insufficient space to access the BMD. At 9 of the 46 sites surveyed, the placement of the BMD did not provide enough space for wheelchair user access. However, most of the barriers were narrow doorways.
Results of the September 9, 2014 CIDNY surveys mirror results of surveys done since 2003 (see chart at end of report).  On average, 75 percent of polling sites in New York City continue to manifest barriers for voters with disabilities and others.  
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PS 67 61 St. Edwards St. Brooklyn - Door                      PS 67 – Brooklyn Ramp tilts and gap at entry prevents entry
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CWA 1180-Hudson St. NY - Inadequate spacing                  PS 67 Brooklyn - Garbage on ramp 

of equipment
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PS 67 Queens - Crack in entryway leading up to the     PS 63 Queens –  Ramp has a slope of 4:24
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PS 61, Bronx, Lip at entrance 2” and                           Brooklyn Tech HS - Ramp 30” wide

door opening 31”. Temporary ramp
has slope of 3:24

CIDNY Poll Site Survey Summary from 2003-2014
CIDNY poll site accessibility surveys were conducted in New York City in November 2003, March 2004, September 2004, November 2004, November 2005, November 2006, November 2007, February 2008, September 2008, November 2008 and November 2009, September 2010, November 2010, November 2011, September 2012, November 2012, November 2013, September 2014.

Below are the number of sites visited during each survey and the number of sites where access barriers were found:

November 2003

31 Sites Visited, 14 Sites or 42% with Barriers

March 2004

44 Sites Visited, 30 Sites or 68% with Barriers

September 2004
35 Sites Visited, 15 Sites or 43% with Barriers

November 2004

85 Sites Visited, 52 Sites or 61% with Barriers

November 2005

77 Sites Visited, 57 Sites or 74% with Barriers

November 2006

15 Sites Visited, 15 Sites or 100% with Barriers

November 2007

50 Sites Visited, 42 Sites or 84% with Barriers

September 2008
24 Sites Visited, 21 Sites or 87% with Barriers

November 2008

65 Sites Visited, 54 Sites or 83% with Barriers

November 2009

51 Sites Visited, 43 Sites or 84% with Barriers

September 2010
53 Sites Visited, 42 Sites or 80% with Barriers

November 2010

53 Sites Visited, 40 Sites or 75% with Barriers

November 2011

55 Sites Visited, 46 Sites or 84% with Barriers

September 2012
43 Sites Visited, 37 Sites or 86% with Barriers

November 2012
          132 Sites Visited, 108 Sites or 81.8% with Barriers

November 2013            80 Sites Visited, 27 Sites or 66.6% with Barriers

September 2014           46 Sites Visited, 33 Sites or 72% with Barriers

Since 2003, CIDNY has surveyed 939 polling sites; with an average of 75% with barriers.

