Center for Independence of the Disabled, New York

Poll Site Survey Summary 2014


NOVEMBER 4, 2014 POLL SITE SURVEY SUMMARY REPORT
CIDNY conducted poll site surveys for the General Election on November 4, 2014. We visited 62 sites in all 5 Boroughs, finding that 69% of the sites surveyed had barriers. While some things have improved since the last survey such as exterior signage and the clearance space to access the Ballot Marking Device (BMD), other issues remain problematic. 
BARRIERS THAT CONTINUE POINT TO LACK OF TRAINING OR LACK OF PRIORITY – OR BOTH
Inadequate interior and exterior signage, non-ADA compliant ramps, narrow doorways, and poorly placed machines continue to create barriers at polling sites. Those, like signage and poorly placed machines were corrected when CIDNY surveyors notified poll site coordinators – but given the fact that ADA coordinators at the sites are charged with ensuring compliance on these issues, it is concerning that these barriers still exist.  Architectural barriers identified could not be corrected for this election, but must be addressed for subsequent elections. 
	November, 2014 General                                                                 Election

	
	No. of Sites
	% of sites

	Ramps
	10
	16%

	Exterior Signage
	9
	15%

	Entryways/Pathways
	25
	40%

	Interior Signage
	5
	8%

	Interior Access*
	22
	35%

	No Barriers
	19
	31%

	Total no. of sites 
	62
	


*Interior access barriers include insufficient space to access the BMD. At 10 of the 62 sites surveyed, the placement of the BMD did not provide enough space for wheelchair user access. However, most of the barriers were narrow doorways.

WHILE MORE BMDS ARE WORKING, GETTING TO THEM REMAINS A PROBLEM
There were fewer instances of non-working Ballot Marking Devices (BMD) than in previous elections. Of the 62 sites surveyed, only 2 sites had BMD’s that were not working. However, access to the BMDs remains an issue.  There was insufficient space to access the machines at 10 of the sites visited. 
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At one site the BMD was not set up, the screen was folded down and it was placed in a corner with tables that were stored up against a wall with other furniture. In other cases, insufficient spacing to access the machines was observed; poll workers corrected the space issues when they were informed of the faulty measurements by our surveyors. 
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PS 175 Manhattan Cord, Cord Spool and 
chair present tripping hazard or block wheelchairs.

NYU Alumni Hall – BMD booth is too close at entrance.

RAMPS REMAIN PROBLEMS AT 16 PERCENT OF SITES SURVEYED 
CIDNY surveyors found that ramps were not ADA compliant at ten of the sites surveyed for this election. Issues included non-compliant slopes, missing handrails and insufficient clearance space at landings. 
Surveyors also discovered ramps with broken areas that resulted in abrupt level changes. In some cases where a temporary ramp was used it was found that the ramp was too short resulting in a slope that is not ADA compliant or the ramp did not fit the entryway. 
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PS 67 Brooklyn
Ramp blocks door              

 PS 163 Manhattan, crack in pathway to entrance.
SIGNAGE IS OFTEN CONFUSING

The accessible entrance at a few polling sites was difficult to locate because there were no directional signs or the signs were confusing and misleading. At a few polling sites, the accessible entrance is around the block with long and complicated pathways to the accessible entrances. This was difficult for people with mobility issues, and particularly for those who use walkers.
ENTRYWAYS AND PATHWAYS BLOCK ACCESS

Most of the barriers encountered were with the entryways and pathways, and with the width of the entry doors not meeting the required ADA standards, ranging from 29 inches to 31½ inches. There were doors that were heavy and difficult to open with no door monitors to assist. Also at a few sites the lip at the entrance ranged from 1 inch to 1 ½ inches high.  
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PS 29 Brooklyn, Lip at entry is 1 ½ inches high.       PS 38 Brooklyn, abrupt level change on pathway.
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UTACPT Manhattan - lip is over one inch. 

These kinds of barriers are dangerous for people using canes, walkers or wheelchairs and those with low vision.  They present tripping hazards, opportunities for wheels to become stuck or to present problems for people with balance issues.

GARBAGE, EQUIPMENT, LADDERS AND OTHER MATERIALS STORED AT PATHWAYS TO VOTING AREAS STILL REMAIN AN ISSUE

For nearly every poll site survey CIDNY has done, our surveyors have observed entryways and pathways used as storage areas for equipment or other materials, making access for voters with disabilities difficult, if not impossible.  The correction for this kind of barrier is no cost.
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PS 8 Brooklyn— Equipment blocking elevators to voting area.     

CIDNY Poll Site Survey Summary from 2003-2014
Results of the November 4, 2014 CIDNY surveys mirror results of surveys done since 2003.  The November 2014 surveys show that 69 percent still exhibit barriers that render New York City polling sites non-ADA compliant.
November 2014            62 Sites Visited, 43 Sites or 69% with Barriers 

September 2014           46 Sites Visited, 33 Sites or 72% with Barriers

November 2013            80 Sites Visited, 27 Sites or 66.6% with Barriers

November 2012
          132 Sites Visited, 108 Sites or 81.8% with Barriers

September 2012
43 Sites Visited, 37 Sites or 86% with Barriers

November 2011

55 Sites Visited, 46 Sites or 84% with Barriers

November 2010

53 Sites Visited, 40 Sites or 75% with Barriers

September 2010
53 Sites Visited, 42 Sites or 80% with Barriers

November 2009

51 Sites Visited, 43 Sites or 84% with Barriers

November 2008

65 Sites Visited, 54 Sites or 83% with Barriers

September 2008
24 Sites Visited, 21 Sites or 87% with Barriers

November 2007

50 Sites Visited, 42 Sites or 84% with Barriers

November 2006

15 Sites Visited, 15 Sites or 100% with Barriers

November 2005

77 Sites Visited, 57 Sites or 74% with Barriers

November 2004

85 Sites Visited, 52 Sites or 61% with Barriers

September 2004
35 Sites Visited, 15 Sites or 43% with Barriers

March 2004

44 Sites Visited, 30 Sites or 68% with Barriers

November 2003

31 Sites Visited, 14 Sites or 42% with Barriers

Since 2003, CIDNY has surveyed 1001 polling sites; with an average of 74.5% with barriers.
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