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City Council Endorses CIDNY’s Recommendation to improve Poll Site Accessibility for Voters with Disabilities

During the 2010 primary election, CIDNY sent teams out to survey 53 randomly selected polling sites in Manhattan and Queens.  We also received information about voter experiences from 52 respondents to our Individual Voter Survey.  

This is the 12th election-day survey CIDNY has performed since 2003 with strikingly similar outcomes.  Over the last 8 years, CIDNY’s surveys have shown recurring barriers at polling sites that include debris in paths and entryways, doors improperly propped open in ways that create tripping hazards, and missing signage to accessible entry ways.  The surveys also show that year after year, a lack of training results in poll workers unable to assist voters who choose to use the Ballot Marking Device.

The City Council has endorsed CIDNY’s recommendations for system-wide changes to end these reoccurring barriers to voting.  To read more go to www.cidny.org or contact Rima McCoy at 646-442-4146 or rmccoy@cidny.org
Changes in Drug Coverage for EPIC Plan Members

Beginning in October 2010, EPIC, the New York State Senior Prescription Plan will only cover drugs not covered by a Medicare Part D plan if your doctor agrees to appeal the Part D plan’s denial of coverage.  Your doctor could also switch your prescription to a drug that is on your Part D plan’s list.  If you are a member of EPIC, you should have gotten a letter explaining this.  

As of October 1, if your Part D plan does not cover your prescription, your pharmacist and your doctor will have to cooperate in an appeal to your plan before your pharmacist can dispense a 90-day supply of the drug.  Your pharmacist will be able to give you a 3-day supply of your prescription, if he/she cannot reach your doctor right away. 

EPIC will continue to pay co-pays, deductibles and donut hole coverage for drugs that are included in the Part D plan’s list.  It will also pay for drugs that Part D never covers, like barbiturates and benzodiazepines for example. For more information contact the EPIC helpline at 1-800-332-3742.      
Join an Action to Demand Our Voting Rights 

We need people to come and pack the courtroom at a hearing on October 20th at 11AM. Arguments will be made before a judge about whether the New York City Board of Elections (NYCBOE) should be forced to take steps to improve the accessibility of poll sites.  A strong show of support by the disability community could help convince the judge of the need for changes such as additional training for poll workers so they can identify and fix barriers to accessibility. 
This is a ruling in a lawsuit filed by United Spinal Association (USA) and Disabled in Action (DIA), represented by Disability Rights Advocates (DRA).  DRA, USA and DIA have used CIDNY poll site surveys and expertise in the lawsuit to prove inaccessibility of polling sites and to develop recommendations for remedies.
This is a public hearing, so it’s important to show the court that this issue matters to people with disabilities.  The hearing will take place at the Federal Court, 500 Pearl Street, in courtroom 24B on October 20 at 11AM.  Security at the courthouse is strict, so you will need a picture ID to get in. You may want to get to the building a little early in case the line for security is long.  For more information on the hearing or to let us know you are joining us, contact Rima McCoy at rmccoy@cidny.org or 646-442-4146.

Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) Opens in November

If you need help with your heating bills, HEAP is available beginning November 1st. Do not miss your opportunity to enroll in this program. HEAP is a federal program that can give you up to four months of utility assistance for bills past due and offers furnace repair and/ or replacement. 
Visit www.cidny.org and click on “Fact Sheets” to find information on how to apply and qualify. You can also print the HEAP application directly from CIDNY’s website or you can visit www.mybenefits.ny.gov to use the HEAP pre-screening eligibility tool. CIDNY can help with our Benefits CheckUp, which allows you to see if you qualify for HEAP and other public benefits. We can work with you by phone or you can come to our Manhattan office for our Benefits Clinic Wednesday October 20th from 1pm to 3pm.   

Don’t get left in the cold, take the time to see if you qualify.
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