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CIDNY Tracks Changes in Special Ed

The Special Education agenda is changing and CIDNY is keeping track.  The New York State Board of Regents is seeking to take away certain rights and benefits currently mandated by state and federal law.  One effort by the Board was to stop distribution of “Know Your Rights,” a handbook given to parents by the Committees on Special Education.  Through our advocacy CIDNY was able to prevent this  change.  The Board was also trying to change regulations that included psychologists as members of the Committees on Special Education.  Currently, the Board of Regents is considering changing the regulation language to identify when a psychologist should be used rather than repealing the regulation completely.  

Two points that have not been settled yet are the statute of limitation that determines how long parents have to file a claim against the school for not meeting the standards or not responding to parents’ requests when drafting an Individualized Education Program (IEP).  The present statute of limitation is two years and the Board of Regents wants to cut it to one year. This cut would severely limit parents’ abilities to make sure their children’s needs are being met by the IEP.

The second point is that the Board of Regents is seeking to stop notifying agencies that are not part of the IEP team about transition planning or when students are transitioning out of school.    This would limit parents’ opportunities to seek out agencies that can help them in the transition of their child from student to adulthood.  If you would like to know more about this issue, please contact Lourdes Rosa Carrasquillo, lrosacarrasquillo@cidny.org.

Rent Regulations Are Changing

The rent regulation that allows for rent stabilization protects residents from sharp increases in rent and allows them the right to renew their leases.  On June 15th rent regulation will expire because the governor did not include it in the State budget.  The Assembly is seeking to have the rent regulation tied with the governor’s property tax cap and wants to raise the annual income from $175,000 to $240,000 as well as increase the maximum rent from $2,000 to $2,700.

The rent stabilization regulations will have an impact on Disability Rent Increase Exemption recipients since DRIE guidelines are based on rent stabilization regulations.  It is important to act now.  We start a letter writing campaign on May 25, 2011.  Come join us at our next Consumer Action Network meeting and have your voices be heard.

Changes in the Medicaid Program

Advocates defeated some of the proposals the Governor made for the state budget that passed before the April 1 deadline.  Victories included holding the line against increases in co-payments for Medicaid, Family Health Plus and Child Health Plus; elimination of spousal refusal; and elimination of the prescriber prevail protection in the prior authorization for prescription drugs.  We were also able to encourage the increase of asset limits for people in the Medicaid Buy-in program.  They were increased to $20,000 for individuals, $30,000 for couples, and the asset limits now exclude IRAs.  

The final Budget also provides for new patient-centered models of care that may improve care coordination and quality. CIDNY will be watching the implementation of these new models closely and would like to hear what you think about them

The final budget brings us new challenges to accessing care.  Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy, and Speech Therapy/Pathology are limited to 20 visits per year effective April 1, 2011.  The Budget limits Level 1 personal care services (housekeeping, cook, clean, shop, laundry) to 8 hours per week and authorizes the Health Commissioner to set standards for “high-intensity,” high-hour users.  Opiod analgesics will be limited to four prescriptions in a 30-day period unless your prescriber gets prior approval. Some treatments and supplies, such as prescription footwear, compression stockings, and enteral formula therapy, are only being allowed for certain diagnoses and conditions.  
Major expansions of managed care are planned in both the number of services that you must get through the managed care plans and the populations that must enroll in the plans.  Managed long term care will be required for anyone over age 21 who needs home and community-based services for more than 120 days.  There are some exemptions and exclusions, and much of this will be decided through regulations.  Contact Heidi Siegfried at 646.442.4147 hsiegfried@cidny.org or Greg Otten at gotten@cidny.org for more information.     

New Medicare Savings Plan Limits

The 2011 income levels have officially been released in New York State. To see the changes and how they many effect you visit www.health.state.ny.us . You can also call CIDNY at 212-674-2300 or visit us at our Benefits Clinic every Thursday from 10am to 1:30pm. 
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